
 
3rd Grade Newsletter 

Happy March, 3rd Grade families! Can you believe it’s almost spring?! We 
certainly can’t; it seems as though February ended as soon as it began. Thank you 
so much to all the parents who came in on March 2nd to meet with us for 
Parent/Teacher conferences. We so enjoyed having the chance to see you and 
discuss your child’s progress so far this year.  

It will be another wonderfully busy and eventful month for 3rd grade! Please be 
on the lookout for information on two upcoming 3rd grade field trips; 
information will be coming home to you very soon. Remember, that in order to 
volunteer for and attend a field trip as a chaperone, you will need to have a 
current background check with the county. For more information on background 
checks please visit: https://www.aacps.org/domain/312.  

In Language Arts, we have entered our 3rd theme for this year, which is Critical 
Thinking. In this unit, teachers use literary and informational texts to engage 
students in an exploration of extreme behavior in people and in nature. Students 
use critical thinking skills to better understand extreme behaviors by examining 
them in a focused and careful manner. Students study events through multiple 
angles and determine how to deal practically with problems they might 
encounter. It empowers them to make effective and thoughtful decisions in their 
lives. Students are still regularly participating in explicit comprehension lessons, 
Interactive Read Alouds (IRAs), and guided reading rotations to think critically 
about different types of text. We will be continuing to work daily in our guided 
reading groups so that we can continue to grow as readers and meet our literacy 
goals. When you have the chance, take a moment to talk to your child about the 
goals that they have set for themselves in all subjects. Talking about their goals 
and what they wish to achieve will help them attain success in the classroom! 

In writing, we have started to work on persuasive/opinion writing. Throughout 
this unit, students will be charged with the task of writing an argument to 
convince others of a change that could be made to benefit others. They will be 
expected to not only state their own opinions, but also examine counterclaims, 
and locate reasons and examples to support their thinking. So far, students are 
really enjoying having the opportunity to speak their mind and be heard by 
others. We look forward to seeing how they will grow as opinion writers 
throughout the remainder of the 3rd quarter. 



In math, we will continue to work on our multiplication math facts and use what 
we’ve learned to make connections about how multiplication can be applied in 
the real world. We will also be looking for patterns in the products of sets of 
multiplication facts. Division, fractions, and area will also make another 
appearance in our curriculum this month. As with multiplication, we will be 
taking a second look at these areas to identify patterns as well as the ways they 
are connected to one another. 

Very exciting changes are coming to 3rd grade this month to compliment the 
current curriculum and help our students to make deeper connections to what 
they are being taught. Over the next six weeks, we will implement our first 
transdisciplinary unit of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Programme (PYP).  In the PYP, students will explore the Maryland Standards for 
College and Career Readiness through conceptual lenses.  Instruction in each 
content area will be embedded in inquiry— an engaging process of being open to 
wonder and puzzlement and coming to know and understand the world. A 
newsletter containing additional details and information will be send home 
before the start of our unit on March 5th. If  you have any questions about the 
PYP, please contact your child’s teacher or our coordinator, Chelsea Wenzel 
(cwenzel@aacps.org).  We are looking forward to nurturing internationally-
minded and caring citizens!  

At this point in the year we find that many students are without standard supplies 
such as pencils, crayons, glue, scissors, etc. Please make sure to check that your 
child has all the necessary school supplies, so that they are prepared for class and 
can be successful. Also, please make sure that your child dresses appropriately for 
the weather and that their items are labeled with their name. Even though 
warmer weather is coming, it’s not quite here yet. We go out for recess as often 
as possible, even when it is a little chilly, so it is important for students to dress 
accordingly. 

Have a simply stupendous March!  

 

 


